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ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA—DIOCESE OF BATHURST 

Prepared for the Annual Parish Meeting  
of  all Coolah–Dunedoo Parishioners 
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in the ‘Octagon’ Coolah  

After 10 am Worship Service at St Andrew’s Coolah 

2016 Schools Christmas Assembly at the Octagon Coolah Covenant Service at Dunedoo 

L-R Elong, Uarbry, Coolah, Neilrex 
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(2018 IS THE NEXT  ELECTION YEAR)    

Agenda for Annual Church Meeting  

1. Prayer 

2. Reports by parish priest and church wardens 

3. ELECTION YEAR: Resolution as to whether church wardens shall be elected PAO  

4. ELECTION YEAR: Election of church wardens [3 year term] and determination as to which Church Warden will be on Parish 

Council and possible substitutionary representative. (Must be one of the Wardens) 

5. ELECTION YEAR: Resolution as to how to fill casual vacancies in church wardens [by general meeting or by parish council?] 
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Agenda for Annual Parish Meeting   

1. Prayer 

2. Presentation of Pastoral Review and Report by the parish priests 

3. Presentation of reports by the parish officers 

4. Presentation of financial report and statement of accounts and estimates of income and expenditure for the ensuing year. 

5. ELECTION YEAR: Election of 2 Synod Representatives  and 2 Synod Representative Substitutions. (3 year term) 

6. ELECTION YEAR: To determine the number of additional persons who will constitute a Parish Council for the ensuing  3 

years.  (Either 3 or 6 additional members) 

7. ELECTION YEAR: Election of parish council members (3 year term) 

8. ELECTION YEAR: Election of 6 Rector’s appoint board members. [3 must be members of Parish Council, 3 year term] 

9. Appointment of an Auditor  

10. ELECTION YEAR: Resolution regarding vacancies on the Parish Council. [by general meeting or by parish council?] 

11. Making of recommendation to the  church officers 

12. Any other General Business. (7 days notice  in writing must be given or the meeting must consents to consider) 
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St Andrew’s Church Coolah 
Management Committee: 
Another busy year for the St Andrew’s com-
munity. Our congregation numbers generally 
are holding up with some younger families 
coming to church on occasions. We share the 
common concern of many Christian commu-
nities, about the declining commitment of so 
many people in this ‘post Christian era’, 
which is largely a product of our affluent so-
ciety, while at the same time, Christians are 
being persecuted in many Muslim countries. 
The year commenced with the Australia Day 
Service held at St Andrew’s. This 
‘Celebration of Australia’, organised by a lay 
committee from Coolah Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian and Anglican churches, was 
again very successful. There were some sev-
enty people in attendance, including Shire 
Australia day Ambassador, Federal Member 
for Parkes, Mark Coulton and wife Robin; 
Deputy Mayor and Councillors along with 
Chairman and members of Coolah District 
Development Group.  
Again, we had special Anzac Day Remem-
brance prayers on the Sunday before Anzac 
Day. There were three street stalls, organised 
by Trish Bailey, with a small but dedicated 
band of helpers. The Annual Fete was once 
again a great success, both socially and finan-
cially. A big thank you to Jane Sutton and her 
local band of helpers and also to those from 
other centres, who worked so hard to make 
the Fete the success it was.  
With many of our regular congregation get-
ting on in years, it is harder to fill work ros-
ters. Those who feel they can no longer con-
tribute physically are encouraged to (a), find 
someone younger to volunteer; or, (b), donate 
payment for jobs to be done as some are al-
ready doing, which allows Liz Moffatt to do 
jobs within the precinct two days per week. 
During the year, we were fortunate to have 
Jane Sutton, Vi Roberts and Trish Bailey be-
come Servers/chalice bearers, along with new 
junior servers, Malcolm and Janet. 
On Advent Sunday afternoon, we ran a very 
successful Advent Lessons and Carols Ser-
vice for the second year running. A big thank 
you to Jill Goodman, Musical Director/soloist 
and to the small but dedicated Choir who put 
so much preparation into the event, along 
with Rhonda Watt for her piano/flute accom-
paniment . It would be great if this could be-

come an annual service, but that will depend 
on future numbers and commitments.  
The annual SRE school service was again 
held in the Octagon, with Coolah Central 
School primary classes along with Sacred 
Heart School in attendance. Classes from 
both schools made great contributions to the 
service, which was led by Fr. Robert with 
support from SRE teachers and Sacred Heart 
staff. 
Christmas Eve and Day services were well 
attended and joyous occasions. 
A big thank you to all who help keep the 
church functioning; readers, welcomers, sac-
ristans, servers, organists and those who help 
in so many ways. A special thank you to Fr. 
Robert and to Reverend Beth, for their lead-
ership and Pastoral and Sacramental Minis-
try. Their dedication is very much appreciat-
ed. 
Richard Tanner and Sid Reynolds. CHURCHWARDENS.     

 
St Andrews’s Coolah Cultural Cen-
tre Foundation 

ABN: 17 184 702 506 
Annual Report of St. Andrew’s Coolah Com-
munity Cultural Centre Foundation.  
The Foundation Committee was relatively 
inactive through 2016, with secretary and 
treasurer attending to banking funds and pay-
ing bills. However, the Octagon and Cultural 
Centre continues to be a stunning and well 
used facility for both community and liturgi-
cal events. Music, dance and yoga tutors con-
tinue to use the facilities, bringing in much 
needed income.  
The Bridge Day held in April was a good 
fund raiser, with the major fund raising com-
ing from The Octagon Players ‘Cinderella-
The Sisters Strike Back’ production held over 
three nights in June. Funds from this produc-
tion were used towards installation and up-
grading of the sound and stage lighting sys-
tems, which have enhanced performances and 
liturgical events held within the complex. 
Liturgically, the Octagon has been a great 
asset for larger services, including Baptisms, 
Funerals, Christmas and Easter Services, as 
well as for the Advent Lessons & Carols and 
for the SRE School Service. 
Having completed the construction phase of 
the project, there is an urgent need to look at 
the Trust and Committee documentation, as 
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the Bishop has suggested, to streamline an 
ongoing operational committee, and it is 
hoped that the Foundation Committee can 
meet early in the year to get these procedures 
underway. The Foundation needs to look at 
ongoing fundraising to cover regular expens-
es, including insurance, payments to the par-
ish, as well as electricity and gas and clean-
ing costs. These have to be met before the 
usual maintenance and upgrades can be ad-
dressed. The Committee owes this to donors, 
large and small who brought the Octagon to 
reality.  
Sid Reynolds, Secretary: 
St Andrew’s Coolah Community Cultural Centre Foundation 
Committee.  

SRE Coolah Central School 2016 
Scripture happens at Coolah Central School 
every week of school term by our dedicated 
volunteer ecumenical team covering Kinder-
garten to year six. The team is Judy Manning 
from Sacred Heart Catholic Church and Rosa 
Reynold and myself from St Andrew’s Angli-
can Church. We are still looking for more 
volunteer SRE Teachers as our team of three 
is covering six classes. Training and Lesson 
material is provided. 
We use the “GodSpace” material paid for by 
the three local churches Anglican, Catholic, 
and Presbyterian, except for Kindergarten 
where the CEP “Beginning with God” is used 
by Rosa.  
We continue to have a good relationship with 
the Coolah Central School through the teach-
ers and Mrs Megan Wesley the Assistant 
Principal Primary. SRE classes take place on 
a Tuesday at a time arranged between the 
class teacher and the SRE teacher. This sys-
tem has worked well over the many years. 
We held a Christmas Assembly which includ-
ed Sacred Heart Catholic School and Coolah 
Central, in the Octagon, with each class tak-
ing part. This year Sid Reynold demonstrated 
his skills as children’s story writer with a 
Christmas story he had written. The Octagon 
overflowed with children from the Coolah 
district. 2016 concert was held on my birth-
day and I was taken complete by surprise as 
all the children bust into happy Birthday Fr 
Robert, per organised by Rosa Reynolds and 
Rose Scott who played the piano for the con-
cert/assemble. 

RE is constantly changing and in 2016 scrip-
ture teachers now need to completed some 
compulsory training. 
Rev Robert Bowman, Parish Priest, SRE Coordinator 
for Coolah 
 

CCS Chaplaincy  
I began Chaplaincy at Coolah Central School 
in second term 2016 and was warmly wel-
comed by all at the school. The chaplaincy is 
funded through the Federal Government to 
NSW State Government to a Christian Fund-
ing Organisation called Generate who make 
sure all compliance is completed, arrange 
training and make sure I’m paid and whom I 
report to via the Principal every term. I at-
tended the school two days a week on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
The Principal set a basic program for me to 
start with and my supervision Mrs Cheryl 
Rawlinson and I put some flesh to that pro-
gram. I’m in the playground every recess and 
lunch, building relationships with all the stu-
dents from Kindergarten to year 12. I also sit 
in on some classes either generally helping 
out or helping a specific child. I keep basic 
records of my activities and attend chaplaincy 
training twice a year. I know most of the stu-
dent as I had taught them in Scripture over 
the last 8 year. 
During 2016 I had 83 significate conversa-
tions with 35 students including some staff. 
(1.3 conversations per Chaplaincy day) The 
conversations ranged in topics like: Share 
what a student had achieved, the things stu-
dents like to do; sport; helping with academic 
work, detention and discipline, home life, 
bullying, worries of different kinds, grief, to 
thoughts suicide. Some of these topics obvi-
ously, I must report to the principal and are 
dealt with following protocols of the Educa-
tion Department. I try to take a genuine inter-
est in the students, listen to their joys, sadness 
and fears, gently encouraging and trying to 
set an example for them. I’m not the only one 
who does this in the school, I work as part of 
a team. 
Fr Robert, CCS Chaplain 

St Andrew’s Anglicare Op Shop 
The shop has had its ups and downs this year. 
At one stage I considered resigning. Then I 
realised this wasn’t an option for the sake of 
a few people I couldn’t allow most the com-
munity to suffer. People know they can get 
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help with food vouchers, electricity vouchers, 
clothes, and just being there to listen to their 
troubles. 
We still have so much stock coming in every 
week. We send a lot of stock on every 2-3 
weeks. This is good as items aren’t hanging 
on the racks for weeks at a time. 
We have sent out Christmas hampers and 
toys to those in need again this year. We also 
sent out donations to several other charity 
organisations in town.  
The volunteers are terrific and the shop has 
been open 5 days a week. With the support of 
the community and the volunteers I look for-
ward to another year. 
Irene Osborne, Manager 
 

2016 Op Shop Financials 
Parish Finance Reports Pages F4 & F6) 
Sales Income   $9303.50 
 
Expenses 
Parish    $1500.00 
Maintenance   ————- 
Donations    $1400.00 
Freight    ————- 
Welfare    $2446.33 
Anglicare    $  605.80 
Operating Expenses  $  387.28 
Coolah School   $1000.00 
Other     $  286.26 
 
Total Expenses   $7625.67 
Surplus/(Deficit)  $1677.33 

 
All Saint’s Church Dunedoo. 
Management Committee & 
Warden’s   
All Saints Dunedoo has had a year with little 
change but with a small solid core of regular 
parishioners.  We lack new faces in our con-
gregation.  There is certainly interest from 
many in keeping our doors open and it is the 
added support of these people in addition to 
the regular attendees that enables us to con-
tinue financially. 
Usual services and activities continue to flow 
smoothly.   Father Robert is a sincere leader 
of our Parish and has been strongly supported 
in Dunedoo by Reverend Beth, Lay Ministry, 
Church Committee, AWA and Parish Coun-
cil. The people who do attend Church are 
blessed with regular services and pastoral 
care and a friendly environment. This extends 

to all Anglicans who request the services that 
the Church provides at various times. 
The fundraisers held have been well support-
ed and successful and we have been touched 
by the generosity of many. 
All Saints Church and grounds are well cared 
for and present a good Christian face to pass-
ers by and visitors.  We thank all who con-
tribute their time and energy to keep it so. 
We thank Robert and Beth for their generous 
and caring ministry to the Parish and their 
ready availability to us all. 
All Saints Church Committee. 
And Wardens- Ken Devlin,  
Lloyd Graham, Winsome Rowbotham 

 
AWA  
Dunedoo AWA have had a quiet but good 
year.  We meet monthly and work together to 
support church events and services.  We have 
catered for a number of functions including 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, Langdene Ram 
Sale, Turee Bull Sale, for mourners following 
funerals, for part of the Dunedoo Bush Poetry 
Festival, helped with the catering for the an-
nual Valentines Dinner.  Our members and 
friends are generous, willing and dedicated 
workers and always a pleasure to work with 
and we often have some help from some of 
the men of the church. 
AWA support school scripture in Dunedoo 
with the purchase of scripture materials and 
financially support the Parish and compas-
sion children’s fund when we can. 
 This year we organised the annual World 
Day of Prayer Service and were recognised at 
the annual AWA Sunday service in All 
Saints. 
 We appreciate support given by Father Rob-
ert. 
As an AWA group we extend an invitation to 
all Anglican women to join us at our regular 
meetings and share the friendship that is of-
fered. We meet on the first Monday evening 
of each month in All Saints hall. 
Thank you to my fellow office bearers and all 
AWA members for your support and ready 
help whenever asked throughout the year. 
Winsome Rowbotham, President 

 
DCS SRE (Scripture)  
Children are indeed a heritage from the 
Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. Ps 
127:3 
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Once again it has been my pleasure to coordi-
nate SRE activities at Dunedoo Central 
School. When they don’t clash with the wider 
school planning, classes are held at 9:00 a.m. 
on Fridays, in both infants and primary clas-
ses. We continue using the Godspace Materi-
al which has proved to be of exceptional 
quality from both a teaching and learning 
viewpoint. The material is Biblical, balanced 
and supports the teacher with material, music 
and activities. It provides a sturdy basis to 
build life ethics and morals upon. 
We receive great support from all the school 
staff and executive and this in tandem with 
the class room teacher’s support means we 
feel welcome and enabled in this ministry to 
children. We also learn to manage and facili-
tate questioning, interrupting behaviours and 
the like through their mentoring. 
 
The teaching team during 2016 were: 
Beth Smith and Carmel Trengrove – assisted 

by Michelle Henderson – ensured that 
SRE was available in the infant’s depart-
ment; 

Janet Kubowicz (Year 2-3with Mr Kline) 
Rev. Beth (Year 3-4 with Mr Honeysett) 
Fr Robert (Year 5-6 with Mrs Shephard) 
We all had some time off due to health, fami-
ly or other commitments.  As we don’t have a 
relief teacher any more it means the children 
suffer and miss out on lessons.  Please pray 
about this. 
Due to the change in NSW Government Poli-
cy we were unable to make Secondary SRE 
available. This has been a sadness for our 
team. These changes have also meant that the 
SRE Team has been involved in upgrading 
our qualifications to an agreed upon basic 
level.  Our thanks to Fr Robert for leading us 
through this, and to Ms Helen Ryan for her 
ongoing support and wisdom. 
As 2017 commences, please uphold our team 
in your prayers, and pray also that will raise 
up people to “fill in” and support our teach-
ers, or even work towards  taking a class 
when a teacher is unable to be present 
through health or other commitments. 
Rev Beth Bowman, SRE Coordinator. 
 
DCS Chaplaincy  
Despite many absences – beyond my control 
– 2016 has, overall, been a very eventful 
year.  I have been encouraged that despite my 

physical absence from school, I have been 
able to participate in professional develop-
ment and welfare support, and attend to end 
of year reporting and administration matters. 
The following is a summary of some of the 
events from 2016: 
Kids with Attitude was a course run in 
groups of 4 or 5 students. The aim of the 
course was to help students recognise triggers 
for individual attitude breakdown and to help 
them find ways to recognise the triggers and 
find alternatives ways for coping. Some dis-
covered colouring in, others modelling, we 
all worked on “Balloon Breathing” and medi-
tation. Juggling seems to have been a hit, and 
all appear to have benefitted from the past-
time.  Feedback from some teachers was very 
positive which is always encouraging, espe-
cially when others comment as well. 
Knit and Knatter was another small group 
activity.  I am constantly amazed at the re-
sponse received when I appeal for wool and 
needles to enable the success of this group. 
Thank you to those who were so incredibly 
generous to our students. Originally aimed at 
middle school girls, it grew “like Topsy” un-
til there were 3 groups instead of the original 
two. It was most rewarding to see concentra-
tion and effort break through as the art of 
knitting was grappled with; the number of 
dropped stitches lessened, and the created 
pieces looked like the intended product.  Two
-thirds of the way through term 3, we walked 
to the Aged Care section at the hospital, and 
delivered some rugs, made from knitted 
squares by previous group members and vol-
unteers, to residents. The recipients Mrs 
Knight, Mrs Duce, Mrs Graham and Mr Ble-
kemore seemly genuinely appreciative. 
Further good news for participants occurred 
when one of our school parents, Tracey Rob-
ertson, came and introduced the young ones 
to crochet. She brought hooks and yarns for 
them to work with. A rewarding life-skill was 
mastered, as well as respect for one another 
as we talked our way through many issues. 
Self-esteem, listening skills and a new craft 
skill encouraged me, and I hope, the students. 
Thank you Tracey for your support. 
Rock and Water had a short-lived career 
due to my health letting me down in Term 4. 
Some secondary boys had approached me 
early in the year – when I was still on crutch-
es, and requested that the course, which they 
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had enjoyed a couple of years earlier, be 
made available again. Rock and Water is a 
program which utilises controlled breathing, 
some yoga skills, lots of self-reflection, and 
aims to encourage students to recognise when 
to stand rocklike and firm, and when to yield 
and go with the flow. They were willing to 
give up their lunch times to make this hap-
pen, and we will visit this again in 2017. 
I have also followed some Resilience 
Doughnut activities with groups of one or 
two. I could incorporate this into work with 
several of out-of-home care students as they 
adjusted to new circumstances.  I like this 
program as it enables children learn to recog-
nise strengths that they have at their disposal, 
even when they are feeling lost or alone. It is 
good for learning “bounce back” skills for 
life. Resilience and Mindfulness seem to be 
key words for life, these days. 
During 2016 I have continued to spend time 
with children in need of social, emotional or 
physical support. Sometimes, they just need a 
listening ear, or a shoulder to cry on, and at 
other times they need to be steered in a direc-
tion for more qualified help.  Some young-
sters explored transitioning to being “Cubs in 
Care” and hopefully our talking, playing and 
stories helped them adjust. 
It is encouraging that members from all areas 
of the school community feel they can ap-
proach me to talk or ask advise.  Thank you.  
This has included concerns for students or 
families associated with the school, a frank 
discussion on handling children behaving 
badly, and how to “help” possessive children 
accept a step-parent into the family.  I value 
these gifts of trust, and respect your right to 
privacy.  Fortunately, the school executive is 
extremely supportive in this and doesn’t re-
quire details when, on one very rare occasion, 
I felt it important to pass on some infor-
mation, if not already known, but it was an 
awareness on the school radar.  
Next year my hours will be one day a week 
(with some variation for other commitments), 
and I will aim to ensure that I continue to 
provide an efficient and worthwhile service 
of caring to the Dunedoo Central School 
community.  
May the Christmas-New Year break be a re-
warding and refreshing time for you. 
Beth Bowman,Chaplain 

 

Elong Worship Community  
The Anglican community at Elong Elong 
continued to meet on the second Sunday of 
each month in the old Elong School at 
11:30am. We have a regular attendance of 8-
10 adult parishioners and sometimes up to 6 
children.   
We again co-hosted the World Day of Prayer 
Service with members from the whole com-
munity and surrounds attending – approx. 20 
attended. This is always a great time of fel-
lowship, singing and worship followed by a 
shared meal using the power point presenta-
tion and the service sheets supplied by the 
World Day of Prayer Committee.  In March 
2017 we will again hold the World Day of 
Prayer –  prepared by the women of The Phil-
ippines with the theme: “Am I being unfair to 
you?”  
The Fifth Sunday service that we hosted for 
the parish was again a great time of sharing 
with other parishioners and having lunch to-
gether after the special service that was pre-
pared with a Celtic theme. About 30 attended 
and the weather was kind to us so we all had 
a wonderful day together. 
Elong Christmas Service was held on 11th 
December followed by a light lunch together 
and it was wonderful to have children there 
so Fr Robert was able to give them a special 
talk about Christmas and the reason we cele-
brate. We had a special nativity hanging as a 
backdrop to the altar which I had made and 
this was to be used at other Christmas ser-
vices in the parish if needed. 
Our prayers continue for Fr Robert and Rev 
Beth and their family and also for our Parish 
and the whole Diocese and we keep praying 
that the financial situation will improve. 
Jenny Tunks, Warden & LLM. 
 

St Chad’s Mendooran.  
Due to the small congregation attending, it 
was decided in consultation that, the first 
Sunday of the month service would be can-
celled at St Chads. This decision will be re-
viewed in February 2018. However the third 
Sunday service continues and we welcome 
the members of the Mendooran Uniting 
Church who join us. 
Mrs Washbrook’s funeral was held in July. 
Nathan Duce and Amy Fitzgerald were mar-
ried at St Chad’s in October. 
The Christmas Service held in early Decem-
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ber was a joyous occasion and with many 
children present accompanied by their par-
ents.  
The church is still in need of maintenance, 
mainly the leaking roof which has resulted in 
internal damage However the heaters are fail-
ing and decisions need to be made as to the 
best outcome for heating. 
The grounds are maintained with the vacant 
block adjacent being mown regularly espe-
cially in the summer with the likelihood of 
fire and snakes. 
We look forward to hosting the Parish on the 
fifth Sunday in October when we anticipate 
holding  a ‘Church By the River’ as we did 
successfully some years ago. 
St Chad’s is combining with fellow churches 
in Mendooran for the 2017 World Day of 
Prayer.     
Jenny Lloyd ~ Warden  

 
SRE Mendooran High School  
The Mendooran Christian Education Associa-
tion Inc. continues to employ a Scripture for 
Mendooran Central School High School 
through 2016. 

 
St Lawrence's Neilrex. 
A warm welcome is always offered at our 
once a month services at St Laurence, 
Neilrex. We share lunch after the service with 
those who wish to stay for this time of friend-
ship. These times allow for discussion of 
matters to be taken to Parish Council as well 
as reports from our Council.  Our local finan-
cial support for the parish has continued to be 
sound. 
The year was kind to us with good general 
rain, that has kept the spirits high by allowing 
a very good harvest, so the locals have a posi-
tive outlook for the new year, 2017, with 
dams having water, silos full of grain and the 
paddocks looking green for the start of Sum-
mer.  
Our congregation numbers have been a little 
less than in previous years for the 10 Com-
munion services but with “full house” con-
gregations at the Easter and Christmas ser-
vices. Our Christmas service saw 42 wor-
shipers. Several children consistently take 
part in worship on our regular Sundays. 
We were offered the opportunity to cater for 
a local clearing sale which allowed us to raise 
the money to have the carpet in the sanctuary 

renewed and then we were pleased to host a 
5th Sunday service in October to share its’ 
“christening”. The weather this year was 
much more pleasant than the previous 5th 
Sunday we welcomed visitors and a friendly 
meal followed in the fire shed next door. We 
also attended the 5th Sunday service at Elong 
Elong and Uarbry. We were so sad to hear 
today of the loss of that lovely church and 
residences in the Sir Ivan fire. 
Attendance at the Covenant services at Sa-
cred Heart and St. Andrew’s for their patron-
al festivals, and ecumenical services for Aus-
tralia Day and Anzac Day strengthen our wit-
ness in the community.  
St Laurence was represented at most parish 
functions this year. Contributing to the annu-
al fete at Coolah being one of the best with 
pleasing contributions and patronage by some 
of our locals. The Parish Valentine’s Day 
dinner saw a table of 17 with the Neilrex la-
dies supplying the dessert. The Trivia night 
was another well represented by our congre-
gation having a table of 15. Very pleasing for 
an outlying centre!  
We look forward to 2017 with the hope of 
continued good seasonal conditions and sub-
sequently uplifted agricultural spirits and 
with our priests to spiritually guide and en-
thuse us. 
Eric Beer 
Rectors’ Warden at Neilrex. 

 
St John’s Uarbry.  
Services at Uarbry are held on the 4thSunday 
of each month at 4:00 pm and during daylight 
saving at 5:00 pm. 
A meagre congregation of 5 are regular in 
attendance for each of the services held at 
Uarbry. Monthly services were as usual 
through most of the year until September and 
October when due to some of the congrega-
tion being away, it was decided to cancel the 
two services. 
The November service was also cancelled as 
it was the same day and time as the Advent 
service held at St. Andrew’s. The congrega-
tion of Uarbry attended and participated in 
the Advent service in Coolah in lieu of the 
Uarbry November service. 
In March 2016, there was a wedding at S. 
John’s. The Easter service included extra folk 
attending, increasing the numbers to 8. At-
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tendance doubled at the Christmas Eve ser-
vice with 11 people.   
Through the year, the congregation has been 
involved with most parish events. 
Graham Goodman, Rector’s Warden 
 

Honorary Priest Assistant   

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from 
which you were dug. Isaiah 51:1 
I have had a very quiet year of ministry 
among you. I finished 2015 hobbling after a 
holiday fall in October, and commenced 2016 
recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
Your well wishes, prayers and support has 
been very appreciated by both of us. 
During 2016 I have continued to work among 
you: 
· Ministering among you as priest at reg-

ular services of worship across the par-
ish, and occasionally at Nursing Homes 
and Hostels in both Coolah and Dune-
doo; 

· Taking Pastoral Services (funerals and 
baptisms) on occasion; 

· Visiting people in their homes, hospital 
and nursing homes; 

· Attended the clergy conference and Re-
newal of Ordination Vows in Holy 
Week; 

· Organised liturgies for special occa-
sions (e.g. 5th Sundays, );  

· Help with some typing and administra-
tive matters as support for Robert; 

· Chaplain at DSC for a minimum of 7.5 
hours per weeks, which is often a lot 
more. I really enjoy working with the 
students, staff and the resulting contact 
I have with the wider community; and, 

· I coordinate SRE classes for the com-
bined churches team with the school, 
and with the other denominations. 

Working among – and with – you I find that 
the Parish Roster enables me to experience 
the range of worship patterns and styles with-
in our parish. I think I have been to every 
centre at least twice in 2016, some places 
more than others. Family and health issues 
have kept me a little less available.  Every 
now and then I remind the Rector that I am a 
volunteer not a paid employee so the ability 
to have time off when required is a bonus. 
During 2016: 

· Tracie had surgery, and another longer 
than expected stay in hospital - twice; 

· My Uncle, Kevin, died following a long 
illness that has left my parents, his carers 
very worn out; 

· My Mum had a bad fall – and a second 
just recently, as has my Dad; 

· Sarah presented us with a beautiful grand-
daughter, Corde Callisto who is absolute-
ly ruling her brothers and parents with her 
smiles; 

 
I have continued in my role as Diocesan 
Chaplain to the Mother’s Union, and attended 
the State Conference in April. I try to attend 
other diocesan meetings as location and tim-
ing permits. I will not be attending the Na-
tional Gathering in Tasmania later in the 
year. I have been asked to lead the Diocesan 
Women’s Retreat, at Shalom near Carcoar, in 
March 
I found bouncing back after surgery more 
difficult than I expected, especially the over 
tiredness. I am to have surgery to correct my 
other knee this year. Once again, I am losing 
stability and confidence to move around.  I 
think the fact that I fell helping set up the 
Church for Christmas Eve Services probably 
says it all. That has taken a lot of getting 
over. 
Every blessing, 

Beth 
The Reverend Beth Bowman, Honorary Associate Priest 
 

Missions Report 
We continue to support two children with 
Compassion Children with $96/month: 
· Guadalupe Perez, a girl, 15 who lives 

with her parents 20 kilometres north of Ma-

nague, Nicaragua. 

· Sheik Rehan, a boy, 11 who lives with 

his parents in Park Circus, Kilkata, India. 

· The Parish Council received about four 

letters per year from each child which are 

read at our meetings and responded to by 

our Mission Secretary Irene Devlin. 

During 2016 we received news that Compas-
sion may have to close in India because of 
the India Government requires all charities to 
reregister and Compassion has not yet suc-
cessfully reregister. From reports in early 
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2017 Compassion in India will close in the 
middle of March. 
Our ABM mission projects in 2016 chosen 
by Parish Council were WSAH Vanuatu and 
Language & Numeracy Programme in Vanu-
atu. 
Parish giving to Missions is entirely through 
parishioner donations. These figures do not 
include what is given by the AWA. In 2016 
we increased some amounts we gave to mis-
sions whilst other declined. Overall, we gave 
less. 
 
Year   2015   2016 
TOTAL  2670.87  2492.05 
Compassion 872.70  960.00 
ABM   585.87  877.50 
ABM (Good Friday)237.00  85.50 
NHMF  100.00   
CGS   300.00  185.00 
BCA   295.30  383.65 
Bible Society 50.00 
Christmas Bowl 80.00 
Church Army 100.00 
SPCK  50.00 
 See Parish Income and Expenses 2016 

in the financial reports. 
  
2016 we again did not meet our voluntary 
Mission targets for ABM, NHMF and CGS 
set each year at Synod. In fact, for a least the 
past 9 years we have not meet these volun-
tary targets. 
 
2016 Mission Target Parish Giving 
ABM   $1,262.88  $877.90 
NHMF  $228.80   
CGS   $785.58   $185.00 
 
The Parish through the Parish Council gave 
$25 to Missions (*See line 223 -227). So 
overall with an income of $106,440 we give 
away 2.3% of our income which was the 
same as 2015. Our local mission project, the 
St Andrew’s Anglicare Op Shop gave $1958 
to locals in need, 21% of the shop’s income. 
So combined the parish tithed 4.1% of the 
parishes total income in 2016. 
Rev Robert Bowman, Rector. 
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2016 Pastoral Report and Review – Coolah-
Dunedoo Parish 
 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers 
are few, Lord, send labours into the harvest.”  

Luke 10.2 
A vision and aim of the Christian church: 
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All au-
thority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

Matthew 28 18b- 20 
“Where there is no vision, the people per-
ish…” (KJV) 
 OR  
“Where there is no prophecy, the people cast 
off restraint…” (NRSV) Proverbs 29.18 
 

I GIVE THANKS TO GOD:I have tried in 
my nine years in Coolah Dunedoo to be very 

clear with lines of communication with in the 
parish.  
Parish Council is the ultimate body responsi-
ble for the financial, policy and administra-
tion of the parish. All other bodies including 
the Coolah and Dunedoo Committees, War-
dens of Parish Centres, AWA and the Op 
Shop come under the authority of the Parish 
Council. That is the way a parish is set up 
under our “Parish Constitution” which is 
Parts 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the Parochial Admin-
istration Ordinance (POA) of the Bathurst 
Diocese. 
I thank God for the Parish Council members 
and our Treasurer Sue, Administrative Assis-
tant Barb, Parish Secretary Jenny. This ad-
ministration team works well, as witnessed 
by the various policies introduced our $379 
Surplus in 2016. 
I would like to thank our Treasurer Sue Gra-
ham and our Administrative Assist Barb 
Smith for the hour of volunteer work they 
give in administering the $100,000 Budget 
and the filing and organising of information 
for the Parish. It take a very big responsibility 

Year 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 

Total 
Attendance 

3181 
 

3972 5057 4595 3850 3853 4392 4380 4167 

Communicants 

Coolah 531 631 706 615 675 798 839 808 816 

Dunedoo 581 607 725 793 879 821 886 1019 1122 

Elong Elong 49 71 69 52 49 56 45 26 61 

Mendooran 118 158 132 133 163 173 225 191 152 

Neilrex 121 121 103 55 91 72 100 116 74 

Uarbry 46 57 52 37 45 55 68 84 83 

TOTAL 1590 1791 1764 1685 1902 1975 2163 2244 2308 

Pastoral Services  

Baptisms 7 14 12 9 11 9 9 13 16 

Confirmations 0 6 8 0 6 7 7 9 5 

Marriages 2 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 1 

Funerals 5 9 15 15 17 12 21 17 13 

2016 Pastoral Report and Review & Pastoral Statistics 
Coolah-Dunedoo Parish 
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off my shoulders to know that Sue and Barb 
can do it so well. 
I would also like to thank the LLM’s Lloyd 
(who is also a Parish Warden) and Jenny 
(who is also the Parish Secretary) for their 
constant support and assistant in administra-
tion and worship services. These roles are 
many hours of volunteering at their own ex-
pense. I appreciate greatly the effort that Vol-
unteer put to make this parish work. 

Announcement. 
I’m please to announce that Mrs Jane Sutton 
has accepted my appointment as Rector’s 
Warden of St Andrew’s Church Coolah and 
therefore is also a Parish Warden, and mem-
ber of Parish Council. Thank you Jane. 
2016 
The Reverend Beth Bowman. Beth is my 
wife, constant companion and Associate 
Priest of the parish. Without her help I would 
not survive in parish ministry. Please read the 
several reports that Beth has provided for a 
full explanation of her volunteer duties in the 
parish and paid duties as School Chaplain. 
Beth is recovering well from hip replacement 
surgery in February 2017. 
Worship:  
Worship Policy:  I continue the policy of 
using a majority of the prayer book services. 
So Advent and Epiphany we use the 3rd order 
of Holy Communion (page 168) which is ap-
propriate because of its acclamation in the 
Great Thanks Giving Prayer. During Lent we 
us the 1st Order of Holy communion (page 
101) with the 10 commandments and its peni-
tential mood. During Easter and the Ordered 
Sundays of the year (after Pentecost) we use 
the second order of Holy Communion (page 
119) which has many options and a variety of 
prayers and thanks giving’s for the long sea-
son of Pentecost. Christmas, Easter and 5th 
Sunday are special services provided in a 
printed booklet, or occasionally as a digital 
resource. 
When Beth and I are not available to conduct 
worship I’m very grateful for the LLM’s 
Lloyd and Jenny and Church Warden who 
conduct Morning or Evening Prayer 
Special Worship services 
Fifth Sundays: 2016 had four 5th Sundays 
January 29th where normal service held at 
Coolah and Dunedoo; May 29th was to be our 
annual Bowls Day at Dunedoo with Café but 
due to rain it was rescheduled to 3rd July. 

Beth and Jenny designed a special service for 
Dunedoo and Coolah had their normal ser-
vice on that fifth Sunday. July 31st was 
Elong’s turn and Oct 30th was at Neilrex. 
These are always enjoyable services and fel-
lowship over lunch.  
27th November was not a fifth Sunday was 
again Advent Lessons and Corals (thank you 
to Sid & Rosa Reynolds who coordinated this 
ecumenical event, and organised liturgies, 
copyright licences, music etc.) 
Confirmation: There was no confirmation in 
2016. Classes will begin after Easter and 
Bishop Ian will be here on October 8th, 2017 
to conduct a confirmation service.  
AWA Sunday: Each year we celebrate AWA 
Sunday at Dunedoo to encourage and show 
our appreciation of the AWA Dunedoo 
Branch.  
Stewardship:  Every year we have a sermon 
series on Stewardship in June, ending with 
distribution of the new envelopes, and the 
launch of the Annual Appeal. Every centre 
has at least one Sunday dedicated to Steward-
ship per year. We need to review our giving 
and stewardship regularly. I would like to 
recommend direct depositing as a method of 
regular tithing. It is the method I use. All you 
need is to contact you bank and give them 
our parish BSB 032646 and account No. 
554375 and set up a direct debit. I’m hoping 
that in 2016 there will be a booklet handed 
out exploring stewardship.  
Youth Work:  
We have Chaplains in two schools from 
2012, high school SRE in one school weekly 
with a dedicated SRE Teacher paid for by the 
Mendooran Christian Education Association 
Inc. and we continue with SRE for infants 
and primary in the two schools. Mendooran is 
covered by the Uniting Church. What an an-
swer to prayer! We do need new volunteers 
for Scripture in school as our team members 
are getting older and their will come a time 
that they will retire. If we can’t replace them 
the Scripture in schools will cease for us. If 
you can help please see me. 
We have had young people regularly attend-
ing worship at Elong, Neilrex and Coolah for 
several years now. 
The St Andrew’s Anglicare Op Shop: 
The Op Shop continues to be our main wel-
fare effort for the local community of Coolah 
and sometimes the wider parish. The shop 
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had some struggle in 2016 but continues it 
mighty effort in welfare. Please see the Op 
Shop Report (page 4) 
The Parish Newsletter Beth an I try differ-
ent ideas in style, format and information. It 
is emailed to 20 email addresses, 5 are neigh-
bouring parish in the Mudgee District Minis-
try Council (MDMC) area and one isthe local 
Catholic Parish. If you would like to have the 
weekly Newsletter emailed to you, please 
request via the email address below. If you 
have any ideas or request as to what needs to 
be in the newsletter (permanently or one off) 
then contact me or email me at rob-
ert@bowman.id.au 
Website: 
www.anglicanscoolahdunedoo.org.au : A 
Magazine style blog website which functions 
well and is linked to the parish Facebook 
page The small cost of the Website is donated 
each year. 
Pastoral Visiting: Homes, Hospitals, Age 
Care and Hostels:  
Pastoral visiting is a great concern for me as I 
feel I do not do enough due to time con-
straints with School Chaplaincy and other 
Parish duties. I visit regularly the Hospital 
and Age Care Facilities and Hostels and Coo-
lah and Dunedoo Schools. I do know that 
many of you pastorally visit friends and fami-
ly in the parish and I appreciate this network 
of care. It is extremely valuable in keeping in 
contact with parishioners and showing we 
care. 
School Chaplaincy: 2016 I applied and gain 
a position of School Chaplain at Coolah Cen-
tral School. 2016 I was employed from the 
beginning of tern 2 for two days per week. 
2017 this will change to the standard 1.5 days 
per week. I continue with 4 days per week as 
parish Priest. Beth continues as Dunedoo 
Central School Chaplain. 
Police Chaplaincy: I have been a Police 
Chaplain for 9 years, but with the demands of 
School Chaplaincy and Parish duties I wasn’t 
doing much as a Police Chaplain, so I resided 
from the beginning of 2017. 
Valentine’s Day Dinner, Bowls Day, Trivia 
Night and Fete:  
These regular events again proved to be very 
successful financially and socially. This is 
because of the excellent volunteer workers 
and organisers. 

Outreach: We continue our mail outs at 
Easter and Christmas .Our 5th Sundays are 
becoming our outreach events, and I would 
encourage you to invite friends, family and 
acquaintances along to them. Personal invita-
tions are a proven method of encouraging 
faith and participation in church.  
Rector’s Rostered Day Off: Monday is my 
current rostered day off. 
Diocesan Responsibilities:  
Mudgee District Ministry Council: I con-
tinue to chair the quarterly meetings of the 
MDMC with Jenny Tunks as our lay repre-
sentative. The Mudgee District consist of the 
parishes of; Gulgong; Kandos-Rylstone; Coo-
lah-Dunedoo and Mudgee The Very Rever-
end Anne Wentzel retired late in 2016 and 
our new Reginal Ministry Coordinator is 
Rev’d Jono Williams of Mudgee. Bishop Ian 
is talking about restructuring the Diocese and 
it is likely the Regions and District will 
change. 
Anglican Property Trust (APT) and The 
Anglican Managed Investment Fund 
Board (AMIF) Diocese of Bathurst: I was 
appointed by Bishop Ian a Trustee of the Dio-
cese and therefore a member of the APT and 
AMIF Boards. It is a six-year term and the 
boards meet concurrently, monthly, usually 
in Bathurst but I normal phone into the meet-
ing. The APT is the owner in law of all 
Church Trust Property in our Diocese, in-
cluding investments and real estate. The 
AMIF is the manager of all cash trust and 
bequest and parish savings accounts for spe-
cial purposes. 
The Diocesan Debt:  
The Deed of Forbearance  
During 2016 at Deed of Forbearance was 
sign with the Commonwealth Bank which 
nominates 8 properties to be sold and the 
money paid to the bank before the debt is 
cleared. No land in our parish is on the list. 
Once the Deed is fulfilled by the Diocese the 
debt and all interest associated with it will be 
cancelled. I am very hopeful that this will be 
completed in 2017. 
The cry for children to be in church with 
us and the call for family service. 
In my 2014 report, I suggested that we could 
change the way we worship and develop dif-
ferent worship services that may attract the 
under 50’s. To do this we would need to 
close some of the services that we have now 
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to create the time and space to develop and 
hold the “new” services. We would need a 
committed core group to attend and help run 
the “new” services. 
2015 AGM Recommendation to Parish 
Council: 
“That Parish Council start investigating alter-
native options to worship Services and any 
decision be reported within six months to the 
centres via the newsletter and online.” Moved 
Beth Bowman. Seconded Jenny Tunks. Car-
ried. 
Parish Council discussed this recommenda-
tion on several occasions during 2015. There 
was a call for the Dunedoo Saturday night 
services and the Mendooran first Sunday ser-
vice to be closed. Parish Council received 
some statistical evidence to make an in-
formed choice. These stats where continued 
through 2016 and showed similar results. 
Late in 2016 the Saturday night services 
changed to an intimate style of service suita-
ble for smaller congregations. Since then ser-
vice attendances have been between 8 and 10. 
Services at Mendooran where reluctantly re-
duced to a Monthly Service on the 3rd Sunday 
to be review at the AGM 2018. The Uniting 
Church was warmly encouraged to perma-
nently used St Chad’s for their services. Dis-
cussions are continuing. We have made some 
changes. More need to be actioned. 
Are we stagnating as a parish? 
I have asked this question of myself over the 
last few months. 
My personal answer is yes and no. 
I look at what we have lost. Congregations 
are declining. (Look at communicant num-
bers – page 10). No visible youth work in the 
parish churches (Except a few at Coolah, 
Elong and Neilrex, no bible studies (They 
stopped because of the lack of numbers and 
the irregular attendances.) Our congregation 
average age is getting older and there are a 
lot of demands on people’s lives thus they are 
often away more.  
These are facts not criticisms.  
What have we got? A valued ministry within 
the three public schools of the parish in 
Chaplaincy and Scripture classes. Made some 
small changes to service. A fantastic Op shop 
at Coolah contributing to the community 
needs. (I’d love to see something similar at 
Dunedoo). A solid core of Volunteers, A 
great AWA group. Good parish management 
with our Parish Council. 
The problem for me is that what we do as a 
parish is not translating into new people join-

ing us (or other local churches for that mat-
ter), becoming committed (conscious) faith-
ful Christians  
A way forward. 
A need for vision and focus: 
In my last report is wrote to you saying: 
Last year I read the 2014 General Synod Re-
port on “Viability and Structures of the An-
glican Church of Australia- Booklet 8.” The 
report among other things challenges the 
church to change or die. … 
It seems we assume we know what GOD’s 
vision and focus is for the church. A major 
point of the report is to restructure, the 
church needs a vision of what GOD is calling 
the parish church to be, in modern 21st centu-
ry Australia. And to focus that vision into 
what we do and how we do it.’… 
The theological reflection, part of the report, 
speaks about our current ‘situation the church 
searches for the program or action plan that 
will arrest decline, and rebuild the church. 
This can result in an over-functioning church 
that exhausts everyone.’ (page 8-095) 
I wonder do any of you feel that way? That 
you are becoming exhausted with continually 
struggling and doing the things we do 
(Fundraising and the like) to keep the church 
running? 
“…Other attractive substitutes for true com-
munity with GOD flood the market today. A 
major task of the Anglican church is to find a 
pace and rhythm conducive to GOD’s pres-
ence on the journey of faith. A long distance 
runner knows how critical it is to pace them-
selves (Hebrew 12.1-2) 
Suffice to say that this report encourages 
the church to seek GOD’s vision for it, to 
see GOD in the sustaining pace of the Holy 
Spirit. To go on a pilgrimage to focus this 
vision to the local community. 
Before we take any action, we need to seek 
GOD’s vision for us as a church or churches 
in this district. Not every church in our parish 
will have the same vision. BUT vision is 
needed, GOD’s vision for both Diocesan and 
parish. 
I propose to give out a survey to all parish-
ioners who regularly attend worship service 
to start a process of visioning for our parish, 
starting with the parish AGM. 
The Reverend Robert Bowman, Rector. 



Page 15  Coolah– Dunedoo Parish  2016 Annual Reports 

 



Page 16  Coolah– Dunedoo Parish  2016 Annual Reports 

 


