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Ordination livestreamed
q Technology enables
hundreds to watch
ceremony via Youtube

In a historic ‘first’, the ordination
of Andrew Thornhill, Steven Klouth and
Wally Cox as deacons in All Saints’ Cathedral, Bathurst, was live-streamed on Youtube to help overcome the Covid restrictions which limited the number of people
who could physically attend the service.
The video broadcast was handled discreetly and professionally by local production company, Ribbon Gang Media.
While around a hundred – mostly
family and friends of the ordinands –
were able to be present in the congregation, hundreds more took advantage
of the opportunity to watch the service
online, either live or at a later time. (If
you missed it, you can still catch up
via Bishop Mark’s Youtube channel at

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCatIAY9hCw46MBYV7KD9vLQ)

Bishop Mark ordained each of the
three candidates individually, laying his
hands on their heads and praying that
they “receive authority for the office and
work of a deacon in the church of God.
He presented each with a copy of the
Bible “as a sign of (their) authority to
proclaim God’s word and to assist in the
administration of his holy sacraments”.
The Bishop then presented all three
Deacons to the congregation, which welcomed them with warm applause.
Following their ordination, Andrew
Thornhill will be appointed Deacon in

WELCOME: A screen shot from the streamed video captures the moment
newly-ordained Deacons Wally Cox, Steven Klouth and Andrew Thornhill
are welcomed by the congregation, with Bishop Mark leading the
enthusiastic round of applause.
Charge of the parish of Coonabarabran;
Wally Cox will become Assistant Minister
in Blayney parish (under the direct supervision of Bishop Mark, who will be acting
Rector of the parish); and Steven Klouth
will be Assistant Minister in Kelso.
At the end of the ordination service,
Steven Klouth and his wife Caitlin were
commissioned as Field Staff of the Bush
Church Aid Society by National Director of BCA Greg Harris and NSW/ACT
Regional Officer Ted Brush.
Steven and Caitlin undertook to maintain the purpose of BCA as stated in its
vision statement:
 To proclaim Christ so that people may
respond to him;
 To nurture Christians in their faith and
ministry;
 To strengthen local Christian communities in their mission;
 To provide services of Christian care
and advocacy;
 To develop an understanding of
Christ’s mission; and
 To promote active partnership
throughout the church.

Sermon: Preach the Word
HANDS ON: Bishop Mark lays
hands on Wally Cox to ordain him
as a Deacon.

Bishop Mark began his sermon with
the simple question, “Why?”
“Why would Andrew, Wally and
Steven be committing themselves to
ministry in the 21st Century?” he asked,

acknowledging that some of his listeners
might be asking “just that question”.
He said it was not about the money,
prestige or career path.
“So what is it? It’s because they have
the best news imaginable, for a world in
need,” he said.
“For a world that has lost its way, they
know the way; for a world with many
questions about what is truth, they know
the truth; for a world that is looking for
a way to make sense of life, they know
life; for a world that is floundering about
in the dark, they have light; for a world
that in many ways and in many places is
hope-less, they have hope.
“In a world that says ‘Look, if God
just turned up in person, I’d believe’ –
they know that in the person of Jesus
Christ, God did turn up.”
The Bishop then turned his attention
to the three ordinands, drawing on the
reading from 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 which
had just been read by Mrs Kath Thornhill, and in particular, Chapter 4, verse 2:
‘Preach the word; be prepared in season
and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage – with great patience and
careful instruction’.
He answered three further questions
in his sermon:
 What does it mean to preach the
Word?
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 Why does it matter?
 How do you do it?
He pointed out that the Letter to Timothy, from which the reading had been taken,
was from an outgoing church leader to an
incoming church leader – and Timothy,
who was apparently a bit reticent and
timid, was being mentored by Paul.
“Preach the Word”, Bishop Mark
explained, could be interpreted as
preaching and teaching the whole Bible,
“because that is where we find this lifechanging Word”.
He pointed out that the new Deacons
must give of themselves, to that task –
through Sunday preaching, perhaps oneon-one, a small group, a pastoral setting or
even when they are out and about – “but
preach the word, help people to understand
the Bible, for it is as people understand the
Bible … that they will be transformed”.
Why does it matter? The passage itself
provides two reasons: Jesus will one day
appear and judge the living and the dead
(4:1). Grounding people in “the glorious

COMMISSIONING: BCA National Director Greg Harris (left) and BCA
NSW/ACT Regional Oficer Ted Brush (right) commission Steven and
Caitlin Klouth as Field Staff of the Bush Church Aid Society.

news that we are forgiven and reconciled”
through Jesus’ death and resurrection,
prepares them to meet him
“without fault and with great
joy” when he returns.
The other reason the
passage provides is that “the
time will come when people
will not put up with sound
doctrine” but will gather
around them people who say
what they want to hear. (4:3)
“I think that time is
now,” Bishop Mark stated.
“Ít is so important then that
you ground your people in
sound doctrine, so they are
AUTHORITY: Bishop Mark presents Steven not easily led astray by false
doctrine.”
Klouth with a Bible “as sign of your authority
In answering the

to proclaim God’s Word “.

Cursillo notes

from Lew Hitchick
Diocesan Lay Director

At the meeting of the National Cursillo Secretariat in October (via
Zoom) we saw a change of two National office-holders.
Leanne Doyle (Perth) took over the role of National Secretary (succeeding her husband, Paul) and Jane Lamont from Tasmania stepped in
as National Spiritual Advisor (succeeding Steve Niland from Newcastle).
Sylvia and I served with both Leanne and Jane on the team for
Hong Kong 1 two years ago, and were very impressed with both they are well suited to their new roles. Jane has undertaken to pray
for all Cursillistas each month, and is circulating the following message and prayer among the Australian the Cursillo community:
Dear fellow Cursillistas
As we approach the day that we celebrate when our Lord Jesus
Christ humbled himself to be one of us - one with us, I pray that we
can continue to be one with each other,

question, ‘How do you do it?’, the
Bishop again drew on 2 Timothy
4:2: “with great patience and careful
instruction”.
“Your approach should never be that
as a tyrant, never with arrogance, never,
as it were, coming down from on high;
but by coming alongside people with
love, with gentleness, slowly but surely,
methodically and systematically,” he
explained.
He also cautioned the new Deacons
that there would be times when the work
was hard, when it seemed that people
did not want to hear sound doctrine, and
again he exhorted them to heed Paul’s
advice to Timothy: “Keep your head in
all situations, endure hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, discharge all the
duties of your ministry” (4:5).

“ Heavenly Lord and Master, as we recognise the immensity of your love and mercy
for us to become like us, we pray that we
too can have the strength to be humble, the courage to be meek.
Help us Lord to show our servant hearts. Enable us to reach
out in love to our fellow travellers on this journey. Show us the
way to humbly serve you through our piety, study and apostolic
action. Teach us, we pray, to proclaim your name through this
season with love and humility, but with conviction and strength
so that all who hear it may know of your Glory and Majesty that
goes far beyond the tinsel and turkey. Amen”
I wish you all a healthy, happy, holy Christmas and truly
pray for peace and goodwill to all.
Every Blessing, Ultreya!
Jane Lamont (National Spiritual Advisor)
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Meeting Jesus at the pub
Mudgee priest Jono Williams has found that a simple, lowkey approach to evangelism can be effective, even while watching football in his local pub.
In a Youtube interview posted by Mudgee-based evangelist
James Daymond, Jono explained that his recent evangelistic
activity was not something he had planned – rather, it grew out
of the prayers of the Mudgee Evangelism Prayer Group.
“Our group has been praying for opportunities – and as I
often joke, be careful what you pray for, because the opportunities have just been thrown at us,” he said, adding that for him
personally those opportunities had come in some unexpected
situations.
“One of the most amazing ways was at this pub, where
the local drinkers said to me one day, ‘You’re here on Sunday
afternoon watching the footy, why don’t you do a little service
for us?’ So the following Sunday I did a little service based on
Jesus’ baptism.
“There were about half a dozen fellows sitting around the
table, and it really touched their hearts.”
Since then, the pub services have become a monthly institution inside the bar area, with “blokes and girls sitting around the
table,” and others standing or sitting nearby, listening in from
around the fringe.
“It’s just been a wonderful opportunity – they’re wanting a
15-minute service once a month, a Biblical reflection, a time of
prayer, and the important part is the conversation that happens
afterwards, when people share their faith, the issues that they’ve
had, and also answered prayer.”

CONVERSATIONS: Jono Williams is grateful for
the invitation to hold brief monthly prayer services at
his local pub, but he says the most valuable part of
the opportunity is the conversations that follow the
services.
Jono told of one man who had been reconciled with his adult
children after having been ostracised, a healing of relationships which the man recognises as God’s response to a heartfelt
prayer.

What if God was one of us?
Can you imagine the conversation
Mary had to have with Joseph?
“Joseph – we need to talk”. (Long
pause while she gathers the courage.)
“I’m pregnant”.
What a shock! Mary knew she hadn’t
slept with anyone. Joseph knew it wasn’t
him!
Joseph was a good guy and decided
not to make a fuss but simply walk away.
But God had other plans.
“What is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit”, an angel told Joseph in a
dream. What a dream!! There would have
been comfort in that dream – Mary had
not been sleeping around. But confusion
too – whatever does “conceived by the
Holy Spirit” mean?
Put simply, it means that in this baby,
God was stepping into our world. He had
an earthly mother, but a heavenly Father.
God turned up – not in a majestic palace
– but as a small, vulnerable baby, laid in
a fodder trough and needing his nappy
changed. Astonishing!
The two names given to this boy
help us understand something of the
significance of his birth.

The first: ‘Jesus’. It means ‘God
saves’. Saves from what? The angel
explained to Joseph, “You are to give
him the name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins”. “Sins” is not a
word we use today.
Ultimately it means shutting God
out and living as if he doesn’t exist or
doesn’t matter. That attitude breaks our
relationship with God. Jesus’ whole
mission was to mend that relationship.

Christmas reminds us
that God did in fact turn
up as one of us
By his life, death and resurrection,
he makes it possible for anyone, should
they want to, to be forgiven and come
back into relationship with him, now and
forever.
That is pretty wonderful and
overwhelmingly generous.
The second name: ‘Immanuel’. It
means ‘God with us’. “What if God was

BY
BISHOP
MARK
CALDER
one of us?”, Joan Osborne mused in her
hit song. Christmas reminds us that God
did in fact turn up as one of us. That
means he gets us. He knows life! And
he’s still with us – by his Spirit. In all
our joys and laughter. In all our pain and
grief. God is with us! This too is pretty
wonderful.
COVID may dent our plans and
indeed may have caused us grief this
year.
But it is not so powerful that it can
change the meaning of Christmas.
God saves. God with us. Revel and
enjoy. (Even if your plans have had to
change.)
Watch our traditional Christmas
service here: https://tinyurl.com/tradservice
Watch our more contemporary service
here: https://tinyurl.com/mod-service
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Covid 19: Mixed blessing for churches
q Pandemic challenges church
communities to stay connected during
a time of isolation

As the current Covid 19 situation in most of Australia
eases from the restrictions on gatherings we experienced
through Autumn, Winter and Spring, we look forward to
(cautiously) celebrating Christmas in our churches and
communities.
Yes, the risk is still very real, and we have learned that
complacency can be dangerous, but we can safely gather
in reasonable numbers as long as we take reasonable
precautions. For some, gathering for worship over the past
few weeks has been the first opportunity to meet as a church
community for almost nine months.
Yet some of our churches have faced the challenges
of Covid creatively, finding ways to continue providing
opportunities for worship and fellowship.
Many congregations have encouraged their members to
use the online services produced each week by Bishop Mark
- self-contained packages including liturgy, Bible readings, a
sermon and prayers. These services have been offered in two
formats: a traditional style (sometimes even including a live
choir) and a contemporary alternative.
Both styles have been popular, with hundreds of viewings
every week, and even with church doors now reopening,
Bishop Mark is continuing to produce them (although he has
indicated that this will probably stop early in the new year).
He said the Youtube services have given him a unique
opportunity to ‘meet’ people in parishes right across the
diocese, so that when he actually does visit these places in
person most people feel as though they already know him.
However, he did admit it might take him a little longer to
feel that he knows them!
Other parishes have found additional ways to build and
encourage the sense of community and fellowship that is vital
to the life of Christians.
In Mudgee, for example, on one Sunday each month the
members of congregation of St John the Baptist Anglican
Church met in a park by the river for a physically-distanced
picnic. No contact, but still the opportunity to see friends, talk
to one another and, at times, even pray together.
After the early restrictions were eased during the winter,
Dubbo parish took the opportunity to encourage people to
meet in small groups (within the limitations still in force)
to provide another means of maintaining friendships and
providing care and support where needed.
Some other parishes also resumed regular small group
meetings through this time.
In Wellington, many parishioners expressed concern when
the lockdown was declared in late March, and the parish
leadership sought to find a way forward.
Live-streaming of services via “FaceBook” was a
possibility but with only rudimentary equipment and no
experience in this area, would it be possible?
“By the Grace of God,” said Deacon-in-Charge Carl
Palmer, “we have now successfully live-streamed our last 40
services and for the past twelve we have also had the doors
open again.”
He said that for eight months, worship services were not
limited by a closed church building; “in fact our congregation

DIFFERENT: Carl Palmer says while the restrictions
of the Covid pandemic have brought changes, the
church is still very much alive in Wellington.
has dramatically increased”.
Carl said that most weeks, more than 200 people have
been reached during live-stream services with others viewing
sometime later via Youtube and FaceBook.
DVDs of the services are produced and delivered
fortnightly - and after being viewed they are passed along to
dozens of other local Christians.
“Feedback is that they are very much enjoying our
Anglican style of service,” said Carl. “We’ll be continuing our
streaming of services, even after the restrictions are lifted, if
there continues to be a need and desire from our more distant
members of the congregation.”
He noted that, whilst respecting physical distancing
regulations, the delivery of DVDs had allowed church leaders
to meet their flock face to face and also bless them with some
tasty home cooked treats.
“Church may be somewhat different now but it has
provided new ways to serve God and minister to God’s
people,” he said. “While our buildings may have closed for a
time, the church is very much alive!”
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